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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of this document 

 This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared in respect of the 
application for the proposed Sunnica Energy Farm Development Consent Order 
("the Application") made by Sunnica Limited ("Sunnica") to the Secretary of State 
for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy ("Secretary of 
State") for a Development Consent Order ("the Order") under section 37 of the 
Planning Act 2008 ("PA 2008").  

 The Order, if granted, would authorise Sunnica to construct, operate (including 
maintain) and decommission a ground mounted solar photovoltaic (‘PV’) farm 
across Sunnica East Site A, Sunnica East Site B and Sunnica West Site A. The 
Scheme includes the following key components:   

a. Solar PV modules; 

b. PV module mounting structures; 

c. Inverters; 

d. Transformers; 

e. Switchgear; 

f. Onsite cabling (including high and low voltage cabling) and cabling between 
the Sites and to the Burwell National Grid Substation;  

g. One or more BESS (expected to be formed of lithium ion batteries storing 
electrical energy) on Sunnica East Site A, Sunnica East Site B, and Sunnica 
West Site A; 

h. An electrical compound comprising a substation and control building (Sunnica 
East Site A, Sunnica East Site B, and Sunnica West Site A only); 

i. Office/warehouse (Sunnica East Site A and Sunnica East Site B only) 

j. Fencing and security measures; 

k. Drainage;  

l. Internal access roads and car parking; 

m. Landscaping including habitat creation areas; and 

n. Construction laydown areas. 

 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere 
within the Application documents. All documents are available in the deposit 
locations and/or the Planning Inspectorate website. 

 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority (ExA) where 
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has 
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 It is agreed that this is an accurate record of the key meetings and consultation 
undertaken between the parties in relation to the issues addressed in this SoCG 
as at the date of this SoCG. 

 The issues and matters highlighted in Table 2 to Table 4 summarise the key 
issues that have been in discussion between the parties. 
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Stone Curlew Agreement has not been reached on the management arrangements for Stone Curlew to determine the 
effectiveness of the proposed mitigation. 

Landscape 
and Visual 
Amenity 

 

Baseline Agreement has not been reached on the data collection methods, baseline data and the identification and 
sensitivity of relevant features and receptors assessment of the Scheme in respect of tree and hedgerow 
survey information.  

Assessment  Except where agreement is indicated in the LIR, agreement has not been reached on the findings within the 
assessment on construction, operation and decommissioning effects in relation to the Landscape and Visual 
impacts of the Scheme. 

Mitigation The Councils and Applicants current position in terms of mitigation planting has been set out in Environmental 
Mitigation Parcel Schedules [REP7-063] submitted by the Applicant and The Joint Councils' position on ‘parcel 
by parcel’ mitigation and residual effects [REP7-072].  

Socio-
Economics 
and Land Use 

 

Baseline Agreement has not been reached on the baseline employment information used within the Socio-economics 
and land use assessment [APP-044] to determine the baseline employment figures utilised within the 
Environmental Statement. 

Assessment – 
Employment / 
GVA figures 

Agreement has not been reached on the employment assumptions related to travel area and leakage 
proportions used within the Environmental Statement. Therefore agreement has not been reached on the 
Employment and GVA figures within the assessment to determine the effects of the Scheme on the local 
economy.   

Assessment – 
Tourism effects 
on local 
economy 

Agreement has not been reached on the assessment of tourism effects on the local economy within the 
Environmental Statement. 

Public Rights 
of Way 
(PRoW) and 
Permissive 
Paths 

Local Policy 
The application of local policy with regards to PRoWs has not been agreed. 

Discharge of 
Requirements 

Fee agreement 
Agreement has not been reached on the fees to be paid by the undertaker to the relevant Planning Authorities 
for applications to discharge Requirements is under discussion.  
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Scheme size Removal of 
parcels 

The Councils and the Applicant do not agree on the removal of the following developable parcels from the 
Scheme:  

• E05 

• E12 

• E13 

• W03 to W12 

The latest positions of the Councils on the above are set out in SCC’s response to Action Point 7 of ISH4 
[REP7-073] 

The latest position of the Applicant on the above are set out on page 43,Section 2, in 8.97 Applicant's 
response to LPA Deadline 6 Submissions [REP7-057].  

Noise Assessment 
Agreement has not been reached on the potential noise impacts of Option 3 substation, in relation to noise and 
the acceptability of receptor locations. 

Mitigation Whether proposed construction working hours are appropriate.  

Cultural 
Heritage 

 

Chippenham 
Park complex  

 

 

The Scheme will result in harm to the setting of the Chippenham Park complex (Grade II registered park, 
Grade II* and II listed buildings and non-designated heritage asset). The level of harm remains as a current 
point of disagreement, as the Councils consider that there is a high degree of less than substantial harm, which 
combined with the landscape impacts, mean that parcels W02-W012 and W17 should be removed from the 
Scheme.  

The Applicant considers that there is less than substantial harm arising to the RPG from the Scheme and that 
the benefits of the Scheme, being the provision of low carbon electricity utilising an available substation 
connection, including provision of solar arrays within West Site A, outweigh the heritage harm caused and that 
no fields in Site West A need to be removed from the Scheme. 

The Applicant has confirmed the position in relation to the removal of trees within the Avenue section in its 
Deadline 5 submission [REP5-060]. 






